The killing of Pralambasura took place during the
hot season in Vrndavana, when the rays of the sun
become so fierce that, as the saying goes, “Only
mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday
sun.” Srila Sukadeva Gosvami explains that the
inhabirants of Vrndavana, however, did not suffer
from the extreme heat. No one can suffer in the
presence of the Supreme Lord. There were cool
breezes, shady trees, abundant water in the rivers
and lakes, and the gopis expertly prepared refresh-
ing beverages. Even the harsh sound of crickers
was covered by the melodious cascading of the
many flowing warerfalls. It was summer in name
only. Krsna descends in this world to display the
world of love — sada nirasta-kuhakam, the
topmost, peerless Absolute Reality of eternal
loving friendship, untainted by material inebriety,
in which the lover lives for the happiness and
comfort of the beloved, free from all seltishness, in
the land of Vrndavana, the place most worshiped
by the seers of the truth, yet so difficult to see. In
the secular calendar, it is holiday time. Cars horn,
riksha drivers yell, loud speakers roar, dogs bark,
monkeys attack, beggars roam about, and the dust,
filled with the fumes of the vehicles, irritates the
eyes and lungs.

The hot season is compared to the peak of mareri-
al fever, experienced in the form of lust, which
invades the consciousness of everyone in this
world, except that of the pure-hearted. The
demon Pralamba represented that lusty nature.
Why would demons enter Lord Krsna's pastimes?
Demons in Vrndavana-lila represent the enemies
of the conditioned living entity's mind, which
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Bhakti-vaibhava Canto 1 & 2
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Sweetness through hearing

sudhinam candrinam api madhurimonmada-damani
dadhana radhadi-pranaya-ghana-saraih surabhitam

samantar santapodgama-visama-samsara-sarani-
pranitam te trsnam haracu hari-lila-sikharini

TRANSLATION

“May the pastimes of Sri Krsna reduce the
miseries existing in the material world and
nullify all unwanted desires. The pastimes of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead are like
sikharini, a blend of yogurt and sugar candy.
They overpower the pride of even the nectar
produced on the moon, for they distribute the
sweet fragrance of the concentrated loving
affairs of Srimati Radharani and the gopis.”

Srila Ripa Gosvami's introductory vers
to the Vidagdha-madhav

(Sri Caitanya Caritamrta, Antya 1.128)
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keep one away from the association of the Lord.
Pralamba sneaked in while Krsna and His friends
were playing, enjoying loving exchanges, and he
tried to kidnap Krsna and Balarama. Appearing as
a sweet cowherd boy, just as lust appears sweet at
first, he thought he could lure the Lord, who is
known as Sarvarma, one who knows the heart of

all.

The only heat the inhabitants of Vrndavana ever
experienced was that of deep separation from
Krsna whenever He would be away in the forest or
disappeared from their vision for even the fraction
of a second while walking behind a tree. Neither
the devotees nor the Lord can tolerate that
separation from each other. Thus when Balarama
was being forcefully carried away, he became
extremely angry and smashed Pralambasura’s head
into pieces. Pralambasura, his dark ugliness fully
exposed, could not disturb the boys’ playing. On
the contrary, he enhanced the joy of all by
providing a spectacular vision of his own destruc-
rion. Indeed, as Lord Balarama’s fist cracked open
his head, it seemed as if red manganese was
gushing out of an erupting black volcano. “Well
done! Well done!”

Krsna killed Pralambasura through Balarama, the
tirst servant, the original spiritual master. We pray
that the hearing and chanring of Krsna’s pastimes
from the mouth of the acaryas may enthuse us to
follow in their footsteps and uncover in our hearts
the shining jewel of separation from Him who is
the dearest, so we may swoon in thar welcomed
heat of love and be protected from the furnace of
both the Vrndavana summer and the demons of
material existence.

This is the fourth issue of “Learn and Teach.” We
invite you to read ahead.

- Praganta Devi Dasi

Seminars since 1987

hrep://vihe.org/audio_lectures.hrml
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Separating the Soul
from the Body

Excerpts from a lecture by Srila Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupéda in London

Arjuna was not a coward. He was a competent
warrior. But still, deharma-buddhi, the bodily
concept of life is so strong that Arjuna admirs,
drstva tu svajanam krsna: [Be. 1.28] "My dear
Krsna, | have to kill my own men." What is that
"own men"? "Own men" means this bodily
relationship. Why others are not own men? Every-
one is own men, because everyone is Krsna's son.
So when one becomes Krsna conscious, he can see
everyone as own men. And when he is not Krsna
conscious, he simply sees own men where there is
bodily relationship. This is the defect. They are
adverrising, humanirarian work, philanthropic
work, communism, this "ism," but when there is
question of bodily relationship, immediately
everything is changed. You know, in the Commu-
nist country, Khruschev was driven out because he
was patronizing his own men. That was the defect.
So you can advertise that "l am for everyone," but
there is affection for own men. It's called nepo-
rism. So many big, big leaders. Our Jawaharhal
Nehru, he was sending his own men as ambassa-
dor. Vijaya Laksmi, a woman, she was being sent as
ambassador. She was high commissioner here. So
this "own men" question is very prominent every-
where.

Arjuna is a great warrior. He could fight all the
soldiers. The other party, they were also

assembled, yuyutsu, with fighting spirit. Other
men, even if they are not in fighting spirit, we can
kill very easily. But own men, although they are in
fighting spirit, still he hesirares. Because own men.
So this "own-menship," in relationship with the
body, is the barrier for spiritual understanding. So
long this conceprion of life will exist, that "T am
this body, and anyone who is related with this
body, they are my own men, kinsmen, relatives..."
This conception of life is the greatest barrier for
advancing in spiritual consciousness. Therefore
the Vedic civilization is so planned that one has to
give up this rascal "own men" conception. That is
vairagya. Jnana-vairagya. Two things required in
human life: knowledge and vairagya, detachment.
The attachment increases. First of all, it increases.
Purisah striva mithuni-bhavam etam [SB 5.5.8].
This whole world is based on sex life. A man has
got artraction for woman; a woman has got attrac-
tion for man. This is nature's bondage, shackle.
And when they are actually united, either by the
father, mother, or by their own way, that shackle,
that arfracrion, increases. Purhsah striya
mithuni-bhavam etam tayor mitho
hrdaya-granthim dhuh. Hrdaya-granthim: the
knot in the heart. "She is my wife." "He is my
husband.” Of course, now that knot is very slack.
Formerly it was very strong because the woman
was not allowed to mix with any other man, and
the man was also not allowed with any other
woman. [his intermingling has slackened even
that knot, hrdaya-granthim. Therefore, even in
trifle cases, quarrel between husband and wife,
there is divorce, because rhat unity is not very
strong now. Thart is good. Some way or other, it is
slackened. So this "own-menship" comes from the
bodily conceprt of life.

So Arjuna is preparing the ground, how to receive
the instruction of Bhagavad-gita. Spiritual
instruction begins with separating the soul from
the body. Unless one understands that there is a
soul different from this body, there is no spiritual
education. This is the basic principle. If you do not
understand what is soul, what is spirit soul, then
where is spiritual educarion?

— Bhagavad-gita 1.28-29 -London, July 22, 1973
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Why Study? - An Interview with H.H. Yadunandana Svami

Q.] What are your realizations about the
effects of §astric studies on devotees?

Yadunandana Svami (YS): [ was a teenager
when [ started reading Srila Prabhupada’s
books. [ served as a cook in a sankirtana party
and [ was having a hard time ro keep up. It was
very demanding in terms of hours, intensity of
service and so on. | was going through a very
tough time. H.H. Kesava Bharati Maharija,
who was regional secretary for Spain ar that
time, advised me to study Srila Prabhupada’s
books regularly. Taking his advice, | started to
read on a daily basis for minimum an hour. |
began to study systematically, especially the
Srimad Bhagavatam. It rotally transformed my
life. Studying on a daily
basis gave me spiritual
nourishment, inspira-
tion and strength. It
helped me rto under-
stand why [ was doing
what [ was doing. | have
also observed that devo-
tees who study distra
thoroughly become co-
mmitred to Srila Prabh-
upada's movement, to
the process of sadha-
na-bhakti, and they get spiritual realization.
The more thorough they are, the deeper they
become.

QQ.] What is the importance of making the
Bhakti-vaibhava course available in our
society!

YS: Our movement is based on the Srimad
Bhagavatam and the Bhakti-vaibhava course
is based on the Srimad Bhagavatam. When
Srila Prabhupida came to the U.S.A. he
carried with him the Srimad Bhagavatam,
which is a masterpiece of a literary contribu-
tion. The teachings of Lord Caitanya are also
presented in the Srimad Bhagavatam and
hearing the Srimad Bhigavatam is the process
to attain perfection. Bhakti-éastri books like

Srila Prabhupéda teaching at Radha-Damodara Temple

the Bhagavad-gita are the foundation,
whereas Krsna-prema is awarded to those who
are sincere in reading and practicing the
teachings of Srimad Bhagavatam. The Srimad
Bhagavatam helps in going deeper into
developing a personal relationship with
Krsna. Srila Prabhupada established daily
classes on the Srimad Bhagavatam. In each
centre, there should be a facility to teach the
Bhakti-vaibhava in a systematic fashion.
Srimad Bhagavatam is the life of our
movement. As Srila Sandtana Gosvami says,
“it is the life-breath of the Vaisnava devotees”.

Q.] What is the role of education in building
the future generations of devotees!

YS: If we educate the
devotees in terms of
values, culture, knowl-
edge ot §astra and the
practical application of
that knowledge, then we
will have a very solid
spiritual society. If we
f'di[ Lo L'dlt(:'dn'.? thL‘ EjL‘VO'
tees, we will have a weak
and superticial society
spiritual
strength and stamina. In the first purport to
chapter four of the Bhagavad-gita, Srila
Prabhupada says that the leaders of the world,
like the saintly kings, establish the knowledge
of the Bhagavad-gita and it is their duty to
ensure that the members of the society receive
this knowledge. Srila Prabhupada mentions
that this should be done through education,
culture and devotion. So education is essen-
tial, not just devotion. Education and culture
should be there in order to enhance the
devotion. In chapter six of the Bhagavad-gita,
which describes the yoga-bhrastas or those
who do not tinish their spiritual process and
take birth in families of transcendentalists,
Srila Prabhupada mentions that in India,
there are many acarya or gosvami families.
They are cultured by... [continued on page 5]
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The Retreat Spirit

#

By H.H. Sacinandana Svami

The success or failure of whatever we do in our life
depends on how much energy and focus we put
into it. In our devotional life, trying ro do our best,
trying to put our energy into the process is called
sva-cesti—one's own endeavor—and for this,
focus is important. While discussing focus and
energy, however, let us not forget about the third
most important factor: the mercy of Radha and
Krsna. But since this is something outside of our
own will, something which is given freely from

above, [ shall ralk about applying focus and energy.
First, let me give you a little history of the events
we call “retreats.”

Retreats were conceived long ago in different spir-
itual cultures of the world—Islam, Christianity,
and so on. It has been common knowledge that to
deepen one's practice, one has to retreat from the
world and enter into a space—not a physical space
but an atmosphere—rthat helps one to concen-
trate on one's spiritual life. In ancient Vedic times
or even in recent times, it was known thar pilgrim-
ages would offer such a facility. Leaving home and
going to holy places would bring one more closely
in contact with Krsna. The pilgrims would look
for the resident saints, listen to spiritual discours-
es, increase their wakeful hours, attend aratis and
rake sacred baths while meditating on the Deity
they wanted to please. They would perform activi-
ties which would turn what could easily have been
likened to ordinary tourism into a sacred experi-
ence. Going on a pilgrimage was thus one of the
traditional forms of retreating, and the Lord could
be conracted in that way. In our Gaudiya culture,
we find the same concept in the concentrated
observance of the month of Kartika and of

Ekadasi.

In order to regenerate one's spiritual life, one has
to leave one’s entangling life behind and go to a
space which allows maximum concentration. One

Why Study? cont...

tradition, but are degenerating due to lack of
sufficient education. Because Srila Jiva
Gosvami established here in Vrindavan a
center for education, great devotees like
Narottama Dasa, Srinivasa Acarya and
Syamananda Pandita could study. We have
what we have because of the Six Gosvamis.
‘Nana $astra vicaranaika nipunau..' They
were thorough in sastra and they presented
the science of Krsna consciousness systemati-
cally to the society. We need education on all

levels, especially for the leaders, both at the
brahminical level—theologians who can
present the reachings of Lord Caitanya to the
modern society—and for the leaders who are
managing. They too need to have a strong
foundation in sastra and culture to take care
of all members of the society. So in
conclusion, if we develop a thorough
educational system, then the movement will
be very strong, otherwise it will remain weak
with many faults.
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of our Acaryas, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, went
on a retreat with a very particular motive which
all of us would like to emulate: bringing Krsna
consciousness back to the foreground in the
history of the world. In his time, there were many
new movements that had left the pure path raught
by Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu. He single-handedly
created a counter movement—the Namahatta
movement—which spread the pure chanting of
the Holy Name and the reading of Srimad-Bhaga-
vatam in the association of devotees. He also
wrote many books. Then something happened...
He writes, “Alas! Alas! I rried my best to establish
the noble truth of Gauranga’s movement, but
again the false intellectualism and the various
apa-sampradayas that do not follow the teachings
of Lord Gauranga have spread. | can see that on
my own | can’t spread the movement of Gauranga
Mahaprabhu.” So he went on a retreat on the
beach of Jagannatha Puri, threw himself on the
sand, wailed and cried, “Oh Gauranga! Unless you
empower me to do this impossible work, [ will fail.”
He could understand that on his own he could not
accomplish the impossible mission of spreading
Krsna consciousness. So, he earnestly retreated
from his endeavors to connect himself with

“O Holy Name, O ocean of
bliss, I fall down at Your lotus
feet for | am feeling very
distressed and troubled atr
heart. At the lotus feet of Srila
Rupa Gosvami, | constantly
beg that atr every moment
there may be constanr revela-
rion of rthe Holy Name.”

— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Mahaprabhu. He describes in a very moving way
that once, as he was thus lying on the hot beach of
Puri, the waves of the ocean thundering against
the beach, he saw the golden complexioned Lord,
who said, “My dear child, do not worry. This is the
age of Kali and it is natural that there will be
opposition. I will empower your work. You may go
back and continue your preaching.” This is the
ideal picture of a devotee going on a retreat, who
understands that he is helpless and needs help.

Let me ask you a question. Have you achieved in
this life what you wished to achieve spiritually? A
few bold individuals, mostly those who are a
month old in Krsna consciousness, will say ves,
and | sincerely congratulate them. However, |
would like to ask a second question. Do you feel
that what you have achieved stays with you and
doesn’t leave you? Do your happiness and content-
ment in Krsna consciousness always stay with you!
My dear devotees, what the questions intend to
express is very clear. In truth, most of us feel that,
“Oh! I need to focus more! There is so much more
oround to cover. After all these years of chanting,
my heart still looks like the Joshua Tree National
Park.” | was in California very briefly during my

Swva-cestd - Our endeavor to connect with Krsna
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The Lord is always ready to give directions.
Indeed, His directions are elaborately given
in Bhagavad-gita. If we take advantage of
these directions, then in spite of our being
conditioned by the laws of material nature,
we shall become free to attain our original
constitution (mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te [Bg. 7.14]). We
should have firm faith that the Lord is
supreme and that if we surrender to Him,
He will take charge of us and indicate how
we can get out of material life and return
home, back to Godhead. Without such
surrender, one is obliged to accept a certain
type of body according to his karma, some-
times as an animal, sometimes a demigod
and so on. Although the body is obtained
and lost in due course of time, the spirit
soul does not actually mix with the body,
but is subjugated by the particular modes of
nature with which he is sinfully associated.
Spiritual  education  changes one's
consciousness so that one simply carries
out the orders of the Supreme Lord and
becomes free from the influence of the

modes of material nature.

- Easy Journey to Other Planets

last visit to America, and rhis Joshua Tree Nation-
al Park, which | had heard so much about in the
past, turned out to be a huge disappointing desert.
When it comes to the practice of spiritual life, we
feel our heart is like a huge disappointing desert.

Through these retreats we try to help the devortees
and also ourselves to cross over the bridge between
theory and pracrical understanding; ro bridge the
abyss between the mechanical practice of spiritual
lite and spiritual life which is practiced with deep
feelings. And the way we do it is by creating an
armosphere where devotees will be able ro apply
their focus and energy so the Holy Name may
reveal itself.

When I was young, my parents wanted me to learn
many things, one of which was bicycling. | gor a
little red bike in an auction for ten dollars. | was a
very slow learner. If you look at my knees, you will
still see the marks from falling so often from my
bil(t‘ a5 1 Struggled to 1(‘.":1['11. EVEI“}"UI]E‘ “«"Ull[d SHY.
“You have to experience balance.” | said, “What is
this balance!” And people replied, “Balance is
balance.” This was very vague for a German boy.
Then one friend suggested something which final-
ly made a breakthrough. He said, “You have to put
your feet on the pedals and gaze at something
distant, not at the wheels of the bike: and while
thus putting your focus and energy in cycling, you
will get it, you will know what balance is.” |
thought “Wow!" And it just took me a half an hour
to figure out what is balance by applying focus and
energy. You cannot explain balance, which is a
very complex physical principle. You can only
experience it when you walk on a tight rope or do
cycling. In the same way we want to chant with
raste, which is definitely more esoteric than
cycling. To get that, we will need three
components: energy, focus and mercy. Bur since
mercy is so beyond, we just want to show our
eagerness/seriousness/determination to the Lord
by giving what we can give. During retreat time,
remain committed to the work in front of you,
seek to improve your relationship with the Holy
Name and remain focused by following the
program laid out by the facilitators. This is a tried
and tested formula based on the experience of
senior Vaisnavas. | guarantee you will ger
something sublime.
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“Windows to the Spiritual World” - Govardhana Vaisnavi Retreat 2017
By Bhakrtin Prathna

¥

“Vibrant,” “Enlightening,” “Ecstatic,” “Srila
Prabhupada’s mercy manifested”—these are but a
few of the expressions used by devotees in
describing their experiences of the recent six-day
long International Vaisnavi Retreat held art
Govardhana.

The event provided a special opportunity for
learning and allowed for loving exchanges
between the Vaisnavis from different walks of life
and parts of the world who artended: thirteen
disciples of Srila Prabhupada, many senior
devortees, as well as new devotees and first time
attendees. In the blissful atmosphere of Govardha-
na, the participants relished wonderful lectures,
short pilgrimages, workshops, personal reflections
by senior devotees and personal association with
exalred souls.

The morning japa meditation was infused with
steadiness, seriousness and commitment and the
numerous kirtanas were filled with sweerness and
ecstatic devorion. Following the japa session and
morning prayers, everyone gathered to listen with
rapt attention to "The Killing of Pralambasura,” a
rendition of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 10,
Chapter 18, complete with the commentary of
Srila Sanarana Gosvamiand other revealing refer-
ences. At the close of each day, devotees heard
soothing lila-kirtana presentations by Her Grace
Yasomati Devi Dasi. During the day, some chose to
take karatala and mrdanga lessons, while others

A

Workshop with Dhrti Devi

artended a "Painting for Krsna" workshop, given
by Her Grace Dhrti Devi Dasi. Other presenta-
tions and lectures ensured ongoing participation
and activity throughout the retreat.

One of the highlights for many of the devorees
was a visit to Ter Kadamba on the sublime day of
Papamocani Ekadasi. In this extraordinarily
beautiful place, after darsana of Srila Ripa
Gosvami and guru piija, the devotees did six hours
of glorious kirtana, calling out to the Holy Name
with sincerity and devotion.

On the individual level, the activities of the
retreat provided many of the Vaisnavis with the
opportunity to whole-heartedly reflect upon their
spiritual practices and personal sidhana. It was
clear that all the participants took very seriously
the message given on the opening day—that the
retreat would require deep introspection and a
retreat within oneself in order to receive spiritual
nourishment.

On a group level, the retreat brought in an oppor-
tunity for care, compassion and friendship
berween devotees in female dress ro blossom.
Lasting friendships were formed as a source of
support and strength, thus fulfilling the motio of
the Vaisnavi Retreat—Peer Support for Spiritual
Progress. The personal and unique journey of
each of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples was very
much appreciated and has left a lasting

Harinama along Govardhana
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impression. The reflections of these senior
devotees helped in building strength in
understanding and facing opportunities, as well as
challenges, that Vaisnavis may encounter in
devortional life. Overall, the opportunity to associ-
ate with senior disciples was motivating and
spiritually empowering.

One of the main focus points of the rerreat was
understanding and appreciating the significance
of devotional art. The rtheme of rthe retrear,
"Windows to the Spiritual World" originated from
a phrase used by Srila Prabhupada: “These
paintings are windows to the spiritual world. They
will be like the rain afrer the drought of mundane
art, and everyone will be attracted.” The title
"Windows to the Spiritual World" was therefore
used to describe the exhibition of art at the retreat
and the topic of devotional art in general.
Devotees were fortunate to have the association
and guidance of Dhrti Devi, who captivated her
audience with stories regarding her personal
journey with art as a means of devotional service
in Krsna consciousness. She provided enlivening
workshops and quoted extensively from Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions to artists. A splendid
array of art was displayed at the art exhibition, a

-

e

visual treat for all, who marveled ar the workman-
ship, skill, patience and devotion—all important
ingredients in producing devotional art. This was
very inspiring and helped many to realize that
each Vaisnavi has a unique contriburion to make
in devotional service and that one’s personal
characteristics, endowments, talents, creativity
and abilities can be dovetailed and used in execut-
ing devotional service,

Ultimately, the retreat lived up to its name and
this year’s theme. It indeed served as a window
through which we got a glimpse into the spiritual
world. Supported by panels of steadfast sadhana,
empowering associarion, unwavering faith in the
Holy Name, and a deep commitment to Srila
Prabhupada, this window was also delicarely, yet
opulently decorated by a beautiful curtain woven
from love, care and, supportive exchanges
between Vaisnavis.

We are most grateful to every devotee who atrend-
ed and contribured to the success of the retreat.
We also pray to again soon be in one another’s
association to further understand and relish the
beauty of devotional service alongside the
magnificently merciful Giriraja Govardhana.
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An Interview with Bhakti-vaibhava student Madhu Maifijari Devi Dasi

Q.] What was the motivation behind your
decision to undertake Bhakti-vaibhava
studies?

Madhu Maiijari Devi Dasi (MMDD): [ telt
that it was important for me to nourish myself.
| came to Vrindavan for the Govardhana
Retreat and Bhakti-vaibhava. These are
unique opportunities to interact more with
the Vaisnavas and particularly with senior
devotees. We can learn so much. We have
Deity worship, sadhu-sanga, the Holy Dhima,
the Holy Name and Srimad Bhagavatam—the
whole package together. Currently | am study-
ing psychology in a university in Australia. In
one way, the experience ot studying in a
university is quite draining and one needs to
compensate that with more spiritual nourish-
ment. So | felt the need to seek shelter of the
Srimad Bhagavatam.

Q.] Do you perceive a difference between
studying Bhakti-éastri and Bhakti-vaibhava?

MMDD: [ did Bhakrti-éastri many vears ago.
My understanding was different. My impetus
for study came from my Guru Mahiraja and
Narayani Mataji. This time it is more of a
conscious endeavor from my side, knowing
from my previous experience what we get by
studying systematically. I am more consciously
trying to connect with Srila Prabhupada’s
books. Most of the devotees | have met here
share a common need in raking shelter in Srila
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Prabhupada’s books and instructions, and to
study under the guidance of senior devotees.

Q.] Whar is the best thing that you have
learnt?

MMDD: | realized that studying Srila
Prabhupada’s books in a systematic program
under the guidance of senior devotees is not
the same as studying on my own. It helps
broaden the spectrum of our perception. In
my batch, we have students from different
parts of India, Russia, London, Ukraine and
Australia. [t  enhances the learning experi-
ence. By coming here, we get the association
of devotees who are motivated to study, so we
get inspiration and encouragement. Being in
the Holy Dhama is also very conducive for
studying. One of the key points is the
teachers. | received a lot of inspiration from
them, from the way they present and live the
Bhagavatam. Being with them is conragious
and we also get their mood.

Q.] What are your plans for the future!

MMDD: [ plan to go back to Australia and
start some training program for vyoung
devotees. Actually we are already doing that,
so we will continue with more strength. Of
course, coming back to study for personal
nourishment, self growth and becoming more
active in Srila Prabhupada’s mission is also my
desire.

"Now, because you are on the field work, you have
to meet so many opposite elements. And you have
to satisfy them or fight with them with conclusive
statements from Bhagavad-gitd, and Sri-
mad-Bhagavatam; and as such it is needed that you
should be thoroughly conversant with the truth."

- Letter to Gurudasa, 30 September, 1968
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Bhakti-$astri
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June 22 - October 22, 2017

CONTENTS OF THE COURSE

Bhagavad-gita

Nectar of Devotion

Nectar of Instruction
I$opanisad

Sanskrt Pronunciation
Introduction to Deity Worship

TEACHERS

Bhakti Dhira Damodara Svami (BG, Ch. 1-6),
Pranesvara Dasa (BG, Ch. 7-12), Laksmimoni
Devi Dasi (BG, Ch. 13-15), Adi-purusa Diasa
(BG, Ch. 16-18), Prasanta Devi Dasi (Nectar of
Instruction, Sanskrt Pronunciation), Atula
Krsna Dasa (Sri [sopanisad), Mukunda Datta
Dasa (Introduction to Deity Worship)

Bhakti-vaibhava

Stupy oF CanTO 1 & 2
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Dec 7, ‘17 - Mar ‘18

SEMINARS

Invocation
Sanskrt Meters
The Ten Topics of Srimad-Bhagavaram

TEACHERS

Yadunandana Svami, Sarvabhauma Dasa, Adi
Purusa Dasa, Vamsgi Vadana Dasa, Prasanta

Devi Dasi

Bhakti-$§astri (Russian)
e | | 41

lf

Dec 4, ‘17 — Mar 2018
TEACHERS
Bhakti Rasiayana Sagara Svami, Adi-purusa
Disa, Gaurasundara Dasa, Radha Prema Devi

Dasi. Others to be announced.

To apply: vihe.russian.admissions@pamho.net

Bhakti-vaibhava

Stupy ofF CaNTO 4, 5 & 6

Canto 4: Jul3 - Oct 22,17
Canto 5 & 6: Dec 7, ‘17 - Mar ‘18

SEMINARS

Bhakti Rasﬁm[ta Sindhu (Sourhern Ocean)
Dasa Mala

TEACHERS

Yadunandana Svami, Bhakti Dhira Damodara
Svami, Sarvabhauma Dasa, Kamala Locana
Dasa, Adi Purusa Dasa, Vamsi Vadana Dasa,
Prasanta Devi Dasi

VTE Teacher Training Courses
g |

TTET: October 24 - October 28, 2017
Facilitator: Aniruddha Dasa
THC2 October 30 - November 4, 2017

Facilitator: Vamsi Vadana Dasa
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Serve at the VIHE

Retreats 2017

; i . Please note the followineg staff vacancies. If
Vaisnavi Retreat in Nepal * | ¢ i
you are interested, please write to

September 8 - 11

prasanta.vihe@gmail.com

For information visit -

| ] ; . ¢ (General Administrator
facebook.com/vaisnaviretreatinternational, or _
vihe.org/vaisnavi_retreat.html * Courses Facilitator
¢ Promotion Coordinator
[ ]

Fund Raising Coordinator

Holy Name Retreat
November 8 - 13

Editorial Team - Prasanta Devi Dasi, Vidakha
Priva Devi Dasi, Premasindhu Gauranga Dasa,

November 17 - 24

Madhustidana Visnu Dasa

Registrations will open in June
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i Govardhana Retreat
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ISKCON"
Contact Us - International Society for Krishna Consciousness
Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanra Swami Prabhupada
Website:
Ve nrE e gans SRS Pr s (e o BN ihsy e SR e K i
Facebook:

vihe.vrindavan

Admission for all courses:
vihe.courses.admissions@pamho.net

Admission for Russian courses:
vihe.russian.admissions@pamho.net

Retreats registrations:

vihe.retreats.registrations@pamho.net

Correspondence courses:
vihe.correspondence.course@pamho.net

General inquiries and feedback:
vihe.office@pamho.net

To donate:
balaji.vihe@gmail.com
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